


Table of Contents 

Table of Contents ............................................................................................ 1 

1. Introduction .............................................................................................. 2 

1.1. Overview ............................................................................................................. 2 

1.2. Parties to this Statement of Common Ground ................................................. 2 

1.3. Purpose of this Document ................................................................................. 2 

1.4. Terminology ....................................................................................................... 3 

2. Proposed Development Description ...................................................... 5 

3. Record of Engagement ........................................................................... 7 

3.1. Record of Engagement ...................................................................................... 7 

4. Current Position ..................................................................................... 10 

4.1. Position of the Applicant and National Trust ................................................. 10 

Signatures ...................................................................................................... 14 

Appendix 1 - Letter of Covenant agreement

Appendix 2 - Letter of Covenant conditions



Application Document Ref: EN010158/APP/5.17 
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010158 

Rosefield Solar Farm 
Draft Statement of Common Ground – National Trust 

2 

1. Introduction

1.1. Overview

1.1.1. This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared on behalf of
Rosefield Energyfarm Limited (‘the Applicant’) in relation to the Development
Consent Order (DCO) application (‘the DCO Application’) for the construction,
operation and decommissioning of Rosefield Solar Farm (hereafter referred to
as the ‘Proposed Development’).

1.1.2. The Proposed Development is a proposed new solar farm and battery storage
facility located in Buckinghamshire. The proposals also include infrastructure to
connect the Proposed Development to the National Grid East Claydon
Substation, as well as any necessary supporting site infrastructure and
environmental mitigation, including landscaping and ecological planting.

1.1.3. The SoCG is being submitted to the Examining Authority as an agreed draft
between both parties. It will be amended as the examination progresses in
order to enable a final version to be submitted to the Examining Authority.

1.2. Parties to this Statement of Common Ground

1.2.1. This SoCG has been prepared by the Applicant and National Trust.

1.2.2. National Trust is an independent charity responsible for the conservation of
historic buildings, gardens, landscapes, and areas of natural beauty across
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. The Trust owns and manages over
250,000 hectares of land, including coastlines, countryside, and heritage
assets, and operates under the statutory powers to preserve these for the
benefit of the nation.

1.2.3. The National Trust does not have a statutory role under PA 2008 or the
associated secondary legislation. However, the Trust may participate in the
DCO process where a proposed NSIP affects land or heritage assets it owns or
manages. In such cases, the National Trust may engage as an interested party
by submitting relevant representations during the pre-examination phase, and
may participate in the examination through written submissions and hearings.

1.2.4. Collectively, the Applicant and National Trust are referred to as ‘the parties’.

1.3. Purpose of this Document

1.3.1. This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) is being submitted to the
Examining Authority as an agreed draft between both parties. This SoCG is a
‘live’ document and will be amended as the examination progresses in order to
enable a final version to be submitted to the Examining Authority.
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1.3.2. The SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the Ministry of Housing 
Communities and Local Government and Department for Levelling Up, Housing 
and Communities’ Guidance on the examination stage for Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Projects (‘DLUHC Guidance’) 1. 

1.3.3. Paragraph 007 of the DLUHC Guidance comments that: 

“A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is a written statement prepared jointly 
by the applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which 
they agree, or indeed disagree. A SoCG helps to ensure that the evidence at 
the examination focuses on the material differences between the main parties 
and therefore makes best use of the lines of questioning pursued by the 
Examining Authority’. 

1.3.4. The aim of this SoCG is, therefore, to provide a clear position of the progress 
and agreement met or not yet met between National Trust and the Applicant on 
matters relating to the DCO Application. 

1.3.5. The document will be updated as more information becomes available and as a 
result of ongoing discussions between the Applicant and National Trust. 

1.3.6. The SoCG is intended to provide information for the examination process, 
facilitate a smooth and efficient examination, and manage the amount of 
material that needs to be submitted.  

1.3.7. This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere 
within the DCO Application documents. All documents will be available in the 
deposit locations and/or the Planning Inspectorate website after submission of 
the DCO Application. 

1.3.8. Once finalised, the SoCG will be submitted to the Examining Authority that is 
examining the DCO Application under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 for 
an order granting development consent for the Proposed Development. 

1.3.9. For the purposes of examination, this SoCG addresses the matters related to 
Claydon House and Gardens.  

1.4. Terminology 

1.4.1. This SoCG summarises the main topics covered and the status of the matter. 
The colour coding system used within the table in Section 4 has been outlined 
below.  

1 Planning Act 2008: Examination stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (30 April 2024).  
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2. Proposed Development Description

2.1.1. The Proposed Development comprises the construction, operation (including,
maintenance), and decommissioning of solar photovoltaic (‘PV’) development
and energy storage, together with associated infrastructure and an underground
cable connection to the National Grid East Claydon Substation.

2.1.2. The Proposed Development includes the installation, construction and 
decommissioning works, with the details to be defined at detailed design and 
subject to approval by the relevant Local Authority. The detailed design of the 
Proposed Development will be required to be undertaken within the parameters 
assessed in the Environmental Statement, which are secured through a range 
of control documents including the Works Plans [EN010158/APP/2.3.3], the 
Design Commitments [EN010158/APP/5.9.3] and the requirements set out in 
the Draft Development Consent Order (DCO) [EN010158/APP/3.1.3]. 

2.1.3. The design of the Proposed Development has evolved throughout the 
environmental assessment process to avoid or minimise environmental effects 
and in response to consultation and engagement feedback, where appropriate. 
The location of the Proposed Development is shown in Figure 1.1: Location 
Plan in Environmental Statement Volume 3, Background and Context 
Figures 1.1 - 1.2 [EN010158/APP/6.3] [APP-061] and described in ES Volume 
1, Chapter 2: Location of the Proposed Development [EN010158/APP/6.1] 
[APP-045], with the consideration of alternatives and the evolution of the design 
of the Proposed Development presented in ES Volume 1, Chapter 4: 
Reasonable Alternatives Considered [EN010158/APP/6.1] [APP-047]. 

2.1.4. The principal components of the Proposed Development include: 

• Solar PV development consisting of:

• Ground mounted Solar PV generating station. The generating station
would include Solar PV modules and mounting structures; and

• Balance of Solar System (BoSS) which comprises: Inverters;
Transformers; Switchgear; Combiner Boxes; acoustic barriers and cabling.

• A project substation (the ‘Rosefield Substation’) compound comprising:
Transformers; Switchgear; reactive power compensation bays;
disconnectors; circuit breakers; busbars; control equipment; lightning surge
arrestors; building(s) including office, control, functions, material storage,
material laydown areas and welfare facilities; firewalls; fencing and acoustic
barriers; a security cabin; parking as well as wider monitoring, maintenance
and emergency equipment;

• A Main Collector Compound and two Satellite Collector Compounds
comprising: Switchgear; Transformers; ancillary equipment; operation and
maintenance and welfare facilities; material storage; material laydown areas;
fencing and acoustic barriers; and security cabins;
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• Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) compound comprising: batteries and
associated Inverters; Transformers; Switchgear, ancillary equipment and
their containers; office, control and welfare buildings; fencing and acoustic
barriers; monitoring, maintenance and emergency systems; air conditioning;
electrical cables; fire safety infrastructure; operation (including maintenance)
security facilities; material storage; and material laydown areas;

• Interconnecting Cabling Corridor(s) to connect the Solar PV modules and the
BESS to the Satellite and Main Collector Compounds to the Rosefield
Substation;

• A Grid Connection Cable Corridor to connect the Rosefield Substation to the
National Grid East Claydon Substation via 400kV cabling;

• Ancillary infrastructure works comprising: boundary treatment; security
equipment; lighting; fencing; landscaping; internal access tracks; works to
facilitate vehicular access; earthing devices; earthworks; surface water
management; utility connections and diversions; and any other works
identified as necessary to enable the Proposed Development;

• Green and blue infrastructure, recreation and amenity works comprising:
landscaping; habitat management; biodiversity enhancement; the creation of
three permissive footpaths; and works to permanently divert PRoW
Footpaths;

• Site-wide operational monitoring and security equipment; and

• Highways infrastructure improvements and safety works comprising: minor
junction improvement works; road widening; passing places; and works to
facilitate vehicular access to the Site.
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4. Current Position

4.1. Position of the Applicant and National Trust

4.1.1. The following tables set out the position of the Applicant and National Trust, 
following a series of meetings and discussions with respect to the key areas of 
the Proposed Development. This includes matters where discussions are 
ongoing.  

4.1.2. As noted above, this is a ‘live’ document, and some aspects have yet to be 
agreed upon between both parties. The intention is to provide a final position in 
subsequent versions of the SoCG, addressing and identifying where changes 
have been made, and ultimately, documenting agreement by both parties on 
relevant points. 

4.1.3. Where discussions are ongoing, the parties have included an indication of the 
likelihood that disagreement will remain by the end of the examination in 
accordance with the Rule 6 letter [PD-008].
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Signatures 

This statement of Common Ground is agreed upon: 

On behalf of National Trust 

Name: 

Signature: 

Date: 

On behalf of the Applicant 

Name: 

Signature: 

Date: 





BY E-MAIL ONLY 

The Planning Inspectorate 

Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 

10 December 2025 

Dear Planning Inspectorate 

APPLICATION REFERENCE EN010158 
ROSEFIELD SOLAR FARM AND INTERESTS HELD BY THE NATIONAL TRUST 

This letter documents the position of Rosefield Energyfarm Limited (the ‘Applicant’) and the 
National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty (the ‘National Trust’) in respect of 
the Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) for Rosefield Solar Farm (the ‘Proposed Development’) 
and its interactions with overlapping land interests held by the National Trust.  

The Applicant and the National Trust acknowledge and agree that pursuant to a conveyance 
dated 13 July 1956, the National Trust has the benefit of restrictive covenants in the Order land 
over plots 3/14, 3/15, 3/16, 3/17, 3/18 and 4/1 as identified in the Land Plans and Book of 
Reference accompanying the DCO application. In this location the Proposed Development would 
comprise Work No. 7 comprising works to lay 132kV electrical cables and laying down of internal 
access track. 

The Parties agree that the benefit of the restrictive covenants over plots 3/14, 3/15, 3/16, 3/17, 
3/18 and 4/1 are not interests held by the National Trust inalienably and therefore do not fall within 
the scope of section 130 of the Planning Act 2008.  The National Trust also confirms that it has 
no objection to the Proposed Development within these plots, on the basis that all works on these 
plots will be undertaken in accordance with an approved management plan under the DCO and 
subject to the land being restored to its original condition once the relevant works are completed. 

The National Trust continues to engage with the Applicant on the potential impact of the Proposed 
Development on the heritage assets in the National Trust’s ownership at The Claydon Estate. 
These matters will be reported in a Statement of Common Ground between the parties and 
submitted in Examination. 

Signed 

The National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty 

Docusign Envelope ID: 6463EA8F-A1D9-4AF0-81BE-18877A251607



Rosefield Energyfarm Limited 

Docusign Envelope ID: 6463EA8F-A1D9-4AF0-81BE-18877A251607





National Trust  

London and South East  

Hughenden Regional Office 

Hughenden 

High Wycombe 

Buckinghamshire 

HP14 4LA 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk 

Patron: His Majesty The King 

Regional Chair:  

Regional Director:  

Registered office: 

Heelis, Kemble Drive, Swindon 

Wiltshire SN2 2NA 
Registered charity number 205846

The Claydon Estate,  

Estate Office,  

Claydon Park,  

Middle Claydon,  

Buckingham,  

Buckinghamshire MK18 2EX 

c/o EDF Power Solutions 

Dear ,

Re: Proposals for a solar farm on land at Claydon 

Thank you for your application. As you are aware, the land is subject to a restrictive 

covenant  dated July 13th 1956 between (1) ,  (2) Four 

Claydons Estate Company Limited and (3)  The National Trust for Places of Historic Interest 

or Natural Beauty. You have submitted the following documents as part of a formal 

application for the construction of an agricultural track across covenanted land to the south 

of Claydon to support the construction of a solar farm on non-covenanted, non-NT land.;- 

Figure 3.5_Zonal_Masterplan 

Rosefield_Meeting_Note_NT Covenants 26032025 

RSFD-05-DR-00068_Overall cable route - NT convenant land 

wetransfer_nt-requested-covenant-images_2025-06-09_0848 

The application was presented to the August meeting of the Regional Covenants Board. 

I am writing now to confirm that the National Trust hereby grants consent for the 

construction of the proposed access track to be carried out on the covenanted land subject 

to the details of the surfacing materials to be approved by the National Trust.  
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If any trees or hedges are affected by the works, the covenant may also be engaged and 

therefore we would be grateful to receive further information detailing any proposed works to 

trees if relevant. 

The above consents are subject to the following conditions: 

1. The Works will be carried out solely in accordance with the details and specifications

previously approved by the Trust.

2. No variation or departure from the Works described and shown in the said drawings,

and in the technical specifications thereon, are to be permitted.

3. A right, on prior written notice, to enter on the property during the period of execution

of the works and after completion in order to inspect the works.

4. You are obliged to seek all or any other statutory or planning permissions where

required.

5. Save for the above relaxation, the terms and conditions of the Covenants continue to

apply to the Property.

For the avoidance of doubt this consent is conditional upon receipt of the copy of this letter 

signed by the registered land owner and returned to the National Trust. If the signatory is not 

the registered land owner, we would ask that written consent is provided from the registered 

land owner that the signatory is permitted to sign on their behalf. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions. 

Yours sincerely 

Covenants Officer 

I,  to the terms and conditions set out in this consent letter. 

Signe …………………………………………. 






